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had reason to fear Goebbels' " fake refugees " and consequently
subjected the specialists, technicians, intellectuals and political
" leaders " coming from Germany to very close scrutiny. The
Secret Service was soon enabled to send some of these people
back to Germany, whence they returned with information of vital
importance. Were they shrewd enough, they refused to take
money, but asked for " a small service" in exchange^ It was
soon common knowledge among German refugees that such and
such a person had been successful after a trip to " Switzerland "
in " fixing " something, obtaining an extension without difficulty,
the temporary withdrawal of an expulsion order or a visa for
relations. These obscure individuals, of whom little was known,
obtained considerable influence, and consequently Macht-
positionen, which made the political refugees of repute blench
with anger. The latter had at first taken little notice of
" persons " who came to seek information from time to time.
Yet as soon as the extraordinary position held by the " grey
Eminence " was appreciated, the desire latent in every German
to become a " somebody ", be important, have influence and
play the " cyclist" (as the Germans disparagingly describe a
person who bows in subservience before a superior, while
" trampling " on those beneath him), came increasingly to the
fore. They were not long after that in cultivating the " persons ".
When two Germans meet they form three Vereine, or societies.
The refugees in Paris formed new Vereine every day; some were
entirely non-political with loud protests to that effect; others
were Jewish associations of an entirely different character; others
again co-operative societies; and last, but not least, there were
the political groups. All these societies and associations and
groups were in bitter opposition. Their moral disintegration was
in exact inverse ratio to the increasing ascendancy of Hitler?s
sphere .of influence in Europe. ~
Their decline, however, would not have been so sudden nor
the consequences of their disunion have so seriously affected
their political inability to regroup in France and throughout
Europe, nor their baseness have appeared so great, had they not
forgotten Lenin's maxim that any-political refugee in contact with
the police, no matter what the pretext; whether for the good of the
party or even at the orders of the party, is no longer a comrade
but an instrument.
Some of the political refugees of doubtful character soon
began to intersperse discussions about their political and personal
aims, which were more often than not interdependent, with out-
right denunciations, and they rejoiced at announcing that their